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tion direction is impossible, since the direction of a function
is dependent upon the isolation and exclusion of the
irrelevant. Through fusion with what is irrelevant, direc-
tion becomes impossible; only a differentiated function
proves itself capable of direction.
15.  Dissimilation; v, Assimilation,
16.  Ego:  By ego, I understand a complex of repre-
sentations which constitutes the centrum of my field of
consciousness and appears to possess a very high degree
of continuity and identity.   Hence I  also speak of an
ego-complex \
The ego-complex is as much a content as It is a con-
dition of consciousness (j-^.), since a psychic element is
conscious to me just in so far as it is related to my ego-
complex. But, inasmuch as the ego is only the centrum
of my field of consciousness, it is not identical with the
totality of my psyche, being merely a complex among other
complexes. Hence I discriminate between the ego and
the Self, since the ego is only the subject of my con-
sciousness, while the Self is the subject of my totality:
hence it also includes the unconscious psyche. In this
sense the Self would be an (ideal) factor which embraces
and includes the ego. In unconscious phantasy the Self
often appears as a super-ordinated or ideal personality,
as Faust in relation to Goethe and Zarathustra to Nietzsche.
In the effort of idealization the archaic features of the Self
are represented as practically severed from the 'higher1
Self, as in the figure of Mephisto with Goethe or in that
of Epimetheus with Spitteler. In the Christian psychology
the severance is extreme in the figures of Christ and the
devil or Anti-christ; while with Nietzsche Zarathustra dis-
covers his shadow in the * ugliest man ',
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